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tendency existed in France, but it was counteracted by other
developments.
In Spain the long struggle of the Christians with Mohamme-
dans led to glorification of warlike virtues and to the cult of the
" pure blood ", i.e. pure from contamination with Moorish and
Jewish blood* After its victory the Spanish nation was imbued
with the belief that service in the army only was an honourable
profession, while trade, industry and intensive farming, which
were mainly in the hands of the infidels and Jews, were despised.
u In the sixteenth century ", says an English scholar, " zeal for
the purity of the blood reached Nazi standards, and certificates
issued by the Inquisition became an indispensable preliminary
to almost any ambitious career.'5 x The Moors and Jews were
at last expelled, and this victory of racialism, with the concomitant
contempt of most economic activities and the general mentality
of militarism, have greatly contributed to the decline of Spain's
power and prosperity.
The social origin of racial prejudice is also obvious in regard
to relations between the Europeans and the coloured races. It
has often been observed that the different European nations differ
in their attitude "towards coloured people. Professor Toynbee
believes that the Germanic and Protestant nations have shown
more prejudice than the Latin and Catholic ones, and he traces
this to the influence of the Old Testament, which was especially
appreciated by the Protestants, and which exhorted the Chosen
People to exterminate the infidels inhabiting the promised coun-
try.2 This may occasionally have had some influence, but it was
certainly not the principal cause. Toynbee's observation, more-
over, demands certain qualifications. On the Catholic side the
Spaniards were very race-conscious towards Moors and Jews ;
but this was due to their long struggles with the Mohammedans
for the possession of Spain, and to their military mentality, which
held manual labour, trade and industry in contempt. Among
Protestants the Dutch were racially tolerant towards the coloured
people of their colonies. Many aristocratic Dutch families have
coloured women among their ancestors. On the whole, however,
it is true that the Catholic peoples were less given to race preju-
dice than the Protestant. The Catholic Church was the pioneer
in missionary work and in protecting and uplifting the natives.
The Protestants came later, but have also done admirable work*
In our time the Catholic Church is making a firmer stand against
1 Cf. R, Trevor Davies, The Golden Centwy of Spatn^ 1937, p. 16.
* Cf. A, Toynbee, A Study of History, vol. i, p. an*